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The Parliamentary Assembly of 
the Mediterranean is the forum 
where the Parliaments of the 
region come together and 
operate to reach those common 
objectives towards the creation 
of the best political, social, 
economic and cultural 
environment and conditions for 
the fellow citizens of the member 
states. 

PAM is a regional interstate 
organization, an Observer at the 
General Assembly of the United 
Nations and with a specific 
international juridical status. The 
Assembly plays a fundamental 
role as an organization whose 
activities are firmly rooted as a 
complementary asset to the work 
of other regional and 
international bodies entrusted 
with the responsibility to foster 
security, stability and peace in 
the Mediterranean.  

 

Through PAM, political dialogue 
and understanding between the 
Member States and their citizens, 
is strengthened and this is 
achieved, notably, by: 
 
Fostering and building 
confidence among 
Mediterranean States; 
Guaranteeing regional security, 
stability and promoting peace; 
Consolidating the endeavours of 
Mediterranean States; 
Presenting opinions and 
recommendations to national 
parliaments and governments, 
regional organizations and 
international fora.  
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Need to recover centrality of the Mediterra-
nean as a bridge between Europe and Africa  
 
The President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean 
(PAM), H.E. Senator Lhou Lmarbouh (Morocco), participated in 
the 3rd Summit of Presidents of the Union for the Mediterranean 
Parliamentary Assembly (UfM-PA), held in Tangier, Morocco, on 
28 May 2016. 
 
Sen. Lmarbouh, on behalf of PAM, invited the UfM-PA to hold joint meetings 
to promote initiatives and to establish effective cooperation between the two 
institutions in the interest of the Mediterranean region and its peoples. “The 
Mediterranean was the world's center of gravity. Since it has lost much of its 
centrality, shouldn’t we reflect 
how Europe and Africa can 
once again converge towards 
the Mediterranean as their cen-
tre?”, Sen. Lmarnouh added.  
It is in this context that cooper-
ation and synergies between 
PAM and the UfM-PA are 
necessary.  
 
Sen. Lmarbouh referred also to 
the thorny issues affecting the 
Middle East, such as the Israeli
-Palestinian Peace Process, the 
civil war in Iraq, Syria and 
Libya, Foreign Terrorist Fighters and the spread of terrorism. He referred to 
PAM’s initiatives, particularly the dedicated seminars, together with UNODC 
and the UN Counter-Terrorism Committee, aimed at facilitating the task of its 
national Parliaments in the implementation of relevant UN Resolutions. “The 
next meeting will take place in October in Rome, hosted by the Italian Senate, 
with the specific goal of assisting the UN in evaluating how national Parlia-

ments have adapted existing legislation 
to the new requirements”, Sen. Lmar-
bouh said.   
 
“It is up to all of us to contribute to the 
rebirth of a Euro-Mediterranean region 
with a vision to create new opportuni-
ties and establish greater interaction, 
more cooperation and dialogue between 
cultures. The cradle of many civiliza-
tions, where the populations can live in 
harmony, peace and prosperity”, Sen. 
Lmarbouh concluded.// 
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The Mediterranean often pays 
the price for an unbalanced 
world in the health sector 
 

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean 
(PAM) was among the major stakeholders who partici-
pated at the World Humanitarian Summit held in Istan-
bul, Turkey, on 23-24 May 2016. 
 

PAM was represented by the President, H.E. Sen. Lhou Lmar-
bouh (Morocco) and the Permanent Observer to the United 
Nations and other International Organisations in Geneva, H.E. 
Ambassador Gerhard Putman-Cramer. 
 

The event convened some 9000 participants from 173 member 
states, including 55 Heads of State and Government, hundreds 
from the private sector and thousands from civil society and 
NGOs. 
 

President Lmarbouh addressed the Sessions on “Global 
Health” and on “Civil-Military Coordination”. In his statement 
at the Global Health Session, President Lmarbou focused on 
the role of parliamentary diplomacy in the context of health 
crises. “For a health crisis rarely comes alone. It arises often 
from economic, social, political or environmental issues”, Sen. 
Lmarbouh said. 
 

The PAM President added that the world desperately needs 
reform and that a highly unbalanced world in the health sector 
is neither stable nor secure “and the Mediterranean region of-
ten pays the price”.  

 

Moreover, it is undeniable that 

any health crisis is a consequence 

of human activity. This is why 

PAM encourages parliamentarians 

to mobilize national governments, 

international institutions and civil 

society to implement long-term 

objectives by integrating a strong 

moral dimension, true social val-

ues and ensuring the implementa-

tion of the relevant resolutions of 

the UN Security Council. 

 

At the Civil-Military Coordination Session, Sen. Lmarbouh 

underscored that the Parliamentary Assembly of the 

Mediterranean welcomes and supports the initiative to develop 

Common Humanitarian Civil-Military Coordination standards. 

“We have to consider how we can create a global, effective, 

and inclusive community of humanitarians and their partners 

that together respond to the challenges of today and tomorrow, 

by establishing dedicated civil-military coordination platforms 

for information sharing and civil-military interaction in support 

of humanitarian emergency operations” he added.  

 

PAM largely shares the ambition to make better and more effi-

cient the work carried out by all international, regional and 

local stakeholders. “Our parliamentary organization is ready to 

play this role, and assist you in carrying out your mandate, and 

we would be happy to work with you to identify these 

measures where legislators can be of help in both their national 

capacity, and through a collective action such as their role in 

PAM”, the PAM President said in in closing remarks.  

 

Ambassador Putman-Cramer chaired the Session on “Quality 
Response by Certified International Teams”. In a brief state-
ment he highlighted the need to do more and better to help 
people who are caught up in emergencies. “We need to work 
towards a global humanitarian architecture that is more inclu-
sive, effective, and one that can be linked successfully with 
other systems, including the military, regional organizations, 
and others”, Amb. Putman Cramer concluded.  
 

The PAM delegation attended also the launch of the Network 
for Empowered Aid Response (NEAR), the Sessions on 
“Planning for the Future”, “Volunteers”, “The Establishment 
of a Common Data-Centre”, “Humanitarian Principles”, 
“Independent Reporting in Crisis Situations”, “Transforming 
Humanitarian Action with/for Young People”, and 
“Connecting Business”. The delegation was also present at the 
meeting of the UN Secretary-General with the Regional Steer-
ing Groups. 
 

The World Humanitarian Summit highlighted the challenges 
that the international community is facing, and the nature and 
scale of the changes required in order for these to be address. 
A new and coherent approach is necessary: one that is based 
on addressing root causes, increasing political diplomacy for 
prevention and conflict resolution, and bringing humanitarian, 
development and peace-building efforts effectively together. 
 

Important commitments were made at the event to prevent and 
end conflict, to uphold the norms that safeguard humanity, to 
“leave no one behind” in the quest for sustainable development 
for all, to go beyond delivering aid (and end the existing need 
for aid) and to invest in those needing assistance with new, 
more adequate/predictable financing. 
 

The Summit, while indeed a landmark event, is in fact a point 

of departure. In the words of the UN’s Deputy Secretary-

General, Jan Eliasson, “we have defined the vision, identified 

the objectives; now we have to take the required actions”, thus 

effectively transforming the lives of the more than 130 million 

most vulnerable people on our planet.// 
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The Economist’s 
Mediterranean Leadership 
Summit held in Malta on 28-
29 April 2016, offered a 
unique platform to the 
Parliamentary Assembly of 
the Mediterranean (PAM) to 
advocate the role of the 
legislative power of the 
region’s national 
parliaments and the 
potential synergies, its 
parallel diplomacy network 
can achieve for the 
development of the 
Mediterranean.  

PAM Secretary General, Amb. 
Sergio Piazzi, was invited to take 
the floor on the first day together 
with former Italian Prime 
Minister, Prof. Mario Monti, 
among other political and 
economic leaders from Europe, 
the Middle East and North Africa, 
including CEOs of multinational 
corporations and institutions, 
namely the EBRD and the World 
Bank. 

The Conference aimed at sharing 
expertise and insights on the 
challenges and opportunities that 
lie ahead on issues that are 
shaping global developments in 

politics, regional security, finance, 
business, technology, energy, 
shipping and maritime trade, 
tourism, and more.  

In his intervention, PAM 
Secretary General recalled the 
heterogeneous nature of the 
Mediterranean. ”There are many 
differences between the northern 
and the southern shores, but also 
within the northern region we can 
see that the economic figures vary 
from country to country”, Amb. 
Piazzi said. 

All these differences appear to be 
an obstacle to integration and 
cooperation. In part they are, but 
they also represent an opportunity, 
because the Mediterranean 
countries must complement each 
other. “We have no choice. The 
southern countries can represent 
the market that the Mediterranean 

European countries 
need, in order to 
export their 
productive surplus, 
while northern 
countries are, for the 
youth of the MENA 
region, a great 
opportunity in terms 
of education, 
expertise and labour 
market” the PAM 
Secretary General 
added.  

The “Great Mediterranean Area”, 
which also includes the Middle 
East and the Gulf countries, has an 
enormous potential, together with 
an extremely strategic position. In 
this context, the setting up of a 
Mediterranean Investment Bank, 
which PAM has been also 
promoting for years, would 
support specific projects, also at 
the Private-Public Partnership 
level, which would trigger the 
much needed momentum to seize 
the development opportunities in 
the region. This is required to 
secure socio-economic peace and 
reduce the fertile ground for 
violent extremism: a condition to 
achieve stability on the southern 
shore, a must to attract 
investments and the private sector. 

The Mediterranean Leadership 

Summit in Malta comes at a 

crucial time, whereby the 

countries of the Mediterranean are 

called upon to share their 

leadership strategy and vision for 

stability, growth and 

competitiveness in the region.//  

The Economist’s Leaders Summit 

For the Mediterranean the future is in a common market  
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The President of the Parliamentary As-
sembly of the Mediterranean (PAM), H.E. 
Sen. Lhou Lmarbouh, and  PAM Vice-
President and President of the 1st Standing 
Committee, Sen. Dr. Mohammed 
Halaiqah, participated at the NATO Par-
liamentary Assembly (PA) Seminar – 
Mediterranean and Middle-East Special 
Group, held in Rabat, Morocco, on 21-22 
April 2016. 
 
Hosted by the two Chambers of the Moroc-
can parliament the event discussed a range 
of shared challenges confronting the coun-
tries of North Africa, the Middle East, Eu-
rope and North America. Migration, re-
gional development, political reform and 
terrorism were the key themes of the de-
bate. 
  
Senator Halaiqah also addressed the Ses-
sion dedicated to “The fight against ex-
tremism: challenges and strategy”. The 
PAM Vice-President underscored the ef-
forts required to focus on implementing the 
relevant provisions of Security Council 
resolutions 1373, 2178, 2199 and 2253, and 
other resolutions and measures that sanc-
tion terrorist groups and individuals. “It is 
essential, he added “for our Governments 
to take more concrete steps to stop ISIS 
from fundraising through the smuggling of 
oil and gas, the illicit trade of cultural arte-

facts, kidnapping for ransom and donations 
from abroad”. 

One must also continue to work towards a 
smooth adoption and application of those 
laws needed to curtail the ability to abuse 
and misuse the Internet and social media to 
radicalize and recruit young people, by 
identifying global and regional solutions 
that involve governments, private enter-
prise and civil society. Strategies to counter 
the threat of online radicalization will also 
require legislative and law enforcement 
measures at the national and regional level, 
through institutions, including regional 
parliamentary assemblies. 

Sen. Halaiqah also referred to the interven-
tion of Hon. Andrea Manciulli at the 10th 
PAM Plenary Session last February in Tira-
na. “PAM shares his comments about the 
roots and perspectives about the threats 
posed by ISIS, both in the Euro-
Mediterranean region and the Sahel”. 

PAM fully agrees on the necessity to fight 
violent extremism in order to contain the 
proliferation of terrorism. As indicated to 
PAM by the UN Security Council, the ef-
fective use of parliamentary diplomacy is 
crucial, and parliamentarians can effective-

ly contribute in aligning national and inter-
national legislation to support the effective 
fight against terrorism. “I would encourage 
NATO-PA and PAM to establish an even 
better structured cooperation on this”, Sen. 
Halaiqah added. 

In line with this request, PAM has already 
organized a number of dedicated seminars, 
together with UNODC and the UN Counter
-Terrorism Committee, aiming at facilitat-
ing the task of its national Parliaments in 
the implementation of relevant Resolutions. 
The next meeting will take place in October 
in Rome, hosted by the Italian Senate, with 
the specific goal of assisting the UN in 
evaluating how national Parliaments have 
adapted existing legislation to the new re-
quirements.   

PAM is also coordinating with the parlia-

ment of Jordan the preparations of a region-

al hearing, next September in Amman, on 

the security implications and challenges 

posed by the refugees’ crisis in the Middle 

East. PAM will share the outcome of this 

conference at the High Level Summit, 

which will take place in New York on 19 

September, on the eve of the United Na-

tions General Assembly.// 

 

PAM reaffirms its commitment  
to two-state solution in Israeli-Palestinian Peace Process 

More work needed to align national legislations  
to support fight against terrorism 

The Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Mediterranean (PAM) participated 
at the United Nations Seminar on 
Assistance to the Palestinian people, 
as part of the “Agenda 2030: paving 
the way toward a peaceful, inde-
pendent and sustainable State of 
Palestine”, held in Stockholm, on 19 
and 20 May 2016. 

The topics discussed during the Semi-
nar focused on: Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs): Challenges and 
constraints of implementation under 
occupation; Enabling sustainable solu-
tions for a dignified future and 
Strengthening global partnerships for 
reconstruction and sustainable devel-
opment. 
 
PAM was represented by the PAM 
Vice-President of the 3rd Standing 
Committee, Hon. Belal Qasem 
(Palestine), who reaffirmed the Assem-
bly’s commitment to achieving peace 
based on the consecration of the Pales-
tinian people's rights and their right to 
establish an independent state in the 
framework of a two-state solution. 
“In this context, we must all agree that 
enabling the Palestinian people in all 
respects will be an important factor in  

 

achieving a just and comprehensive 
peace in the region”, Hon. Qasem said. 

 

PAM will follow up its initiatives with-

in the Israeli-Palestinian Peace Process 

with a high level mission in the Middle 

East in the last quarter of 2016.// 
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From illegal migration to education –  
PAM meeting with Italian Senator Vannino Chiti  

 
Sen. Vannino Chiti (Italy), Chairman of the European Union Policies Committee of the 
Italian Senate, paid an official visit to the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean 
(PAM) Secretariat during a visit to Malta on 13 May, 2016.  
 
The Secretary General of PAM, Amb. Sergio Piazzi, welcomed Sen. Chiti and the other guests, namely 
the Ambassador of Tunisia, H.E. Ms. Zohra Ladgham, Ambassador of Italy, H.E. Mr. Giovanni Umberto 
De Vito, and Maltese PAM delegation MPs, Hon. Joseph Sammut and Hon. Clyde Puli. 
 
Amb. Piazzi explained how, at the request of Sen. Chiti, the PAM Secretariat had mobilized the Academic 
Platform and initiated a consultation process with its members on the topic of student mobility in the Euro
-Mediterranean area, with the aim of collecting experiences, best practices from tertiary and higher educa-
tion institutions on the availability and use of EU funding to education.  
 
The extension of the Erasmus+ Programme 
to the Southern and Eastern Mediterranean 
countries was among the main topics raised 
during the meeting. Sen. Chiti said that this 
issue is being discussed at the Italian Sen-
ate in order to coordinate a clear position to 
propose to the European institutions. This 
would be part of a wider reflection on the 
post Barcellona Process, which was also 
discussed during a conference in Florence 
together with representatives from Egypt, 
Tunisia and Jordan. One of the major diffi-
culties encountered by the Southern Medi-
terranean institutions, and which was high-
lighted by Amb. Ladgham of Tunisia, were 
the cumbersome bureaucratic procedures, 
which render the participation to the pro-
jects a stressful endeavor if not impossible 
in most cases.  
 
In order to better coordinate future strategic processes, Sen. Chiti proposed the idea of a Conference of 
University Rectors inviting Malta to include it in the programme of initiatives during its term of the Presi-
dency of the Council of the European Union (January – June 2017). Both the Maltese MPs supported the 
idea and agreed to submit it to the Government of Malta with the assistance of the PAM Secretariat and 
the Parliament of Malta.  
 
PAM Secretary General in winding up the discussion recalled that PAM strives to provide decision-
makers with the best available knowledge on any given regional and global topic of interest to them. PAM 
believes that politicians alone cannot address global issues without relying on the proper input by the pro-
fessionals, while the latter cannot guarantee that their work will be effectively implemented, without the 
practical synergies with the legislative and the productive sectors.  
 
Amb Piazzi also presented Sen. Chiti with a detailed paper on Higher Education Cooperation between the 
EU and the Southern Mediterranean countries, in which PAM initiatives over the years in this sector were 
highlighted, together with a list of recommendations and proposals following the Academic Platform ex-
ercise with the Academic institutions of the region.//  
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Migration: Harmonised legislative framework urgently needed to facilitate growth and integration 
 

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) addressed the first session of the International Dialogue on Migration 
organised by the International Organisation for Migration (IOM) on 29 February and 1 March 2016 at the UN Headquarters in New 
York.  
 
PAM was represented by Jordanian MPs, Hon. Saad Al Balawi and Hon. Khair Aldeen Hakouz.  
 
Hon. Al Balawi said that at the Mediterranean level, a harmonized legislative framework to facilitate growth and integration is indeed 
urgently needed. On this very topic, he added, PAM is ready to contribute to the efforts of the international community, through its 
legislative mandate, to achieve sustainable development. PAM already has the instruments to contribute to this process: the PAM 
Panel on Trade and Investments in the Mediterranean and the PAM Academic Platform. 
 
“In addition to the humanitarian need, we have to take into account the consequences of these unprecedented migratory flows that are 
wounding the Mediterranean”, Hon. Balawi said.  
Therefore, for the Assembly it is a priority to foster cooperation at the regional level in order to guarantee, to the peoples of the 
Mediterranean region, an adequate access to food supply, potable water and energy resources through a sustainable development 
strategy, because these issues undermine the wellbeing of the Mediterranean citizens, as well as the political and social stability of the 
region. 
 
To this effect, Hon. Aldeen Hakouz, said that PAM has called on its delegates to mobilise their national parliaments to reaffirm the 
traditional values of generosity and solidarity. “Courageous  political decisions at both the national and regional levels are needed”, 
Hon. Aldeen Hakouz concluded.  
 
The workshop gathered some 300 participants including high level United Nations representatives, ministerial level government 
representatives as well as other high-level government officials, parliamentarians, and key focal points on migration and SDGs from 
international organizations, NGOs, academia, the private sector and media.The workshop looked at options for “thematic review” of 
migration related Sustainable Development Goals targets. Themes addressed by the workshop included, inter alia: Reviewing the 
evidence for migration in development; Methods for monitoring migration related targets in SDGs; Shape of a thematic review on 
migration in the SDGs and the Role for IOs in achieving of migration-related SDGs targets.// 
 
 

More focus on human rights and protection of civilians in 2016 
 
Senator Francesco Amoruso (Italy) and Hon. Florin Urcan (Romania) addressed, on behalf of the Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Mediterranean (PAM), the 16th High Level Alliance against Trafficking in Persons Conference, organised by the OSCE, in Vienna, on 11-
12 April 2016. The event was dedicated to “Combating trafficking in human beings for the purpose of forced criminality”. The PAM 
delegation included also the PAM Permanent Observer to the United Nations and other International Organizations in Vienna, Amb. 
Peter Schatzer.  
 
The Alliance conference was attended by representatives of the 57 OSCE participating States and 11 Partners for Co-operation, major 
international organizations and NGOs, which are partners in the Alliance against Trafficking in Persons, as well as of academia, civil society, 
the media, trade unions, and think-tanks. 
 
The objective of the high-level event was to address a complex and increasingly widespread form of trafficking in human beings. By 
discussing human trafficking for forced criminality, the conference drew attention to the social and legal implications of this form of 
exploitation, the wide range of criminal activities that it entails, the national and international challenges related to the prosecution of the 
crime, as well as victims’ rights and assistance. A special focus was given to children, as they are one of the most vulnerable groups that are 
targeted and forced to commit criminal activities. This year’s event aimed to enhance the coherence of international efforts and develop 
recommendations to respond to trafficking in human beings in a more comprehensive and expert manner that is respectful of human rights. 
 
Sen. Amoruso told the conference PAM believes that an efficient strategy to fight human trafficking must include a multidisciplinary 
approach for the prevention and protection of human rights of the victims and the prosecution of traffickers, who are often linked by silent 
collusion due to the restrictive EU rules on legal migration. At the same time, it is 
becoming more urgent the need to harmonise national legislations and to guarantee these 
laws are applied in a uniform and efficient way in all countries. 
 
Hon. Urcan recalled, in his statement, the commitment by PAM since its origins in the 
promotion and protection of human rights. He also emphasised the importance of the 
collaboration with the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) and the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human 
Rights, with whom, last year, PAM organised a training programme for its 
parliamentarians on human rights in crisis situations.    

Hon. Urcan concluded that, in autumn, PAM and the European Court of Human Rights 
will organise a training session to familiarise PAM MPs also with the European human 
rights protection system, with particular reference to assistance to and protection of 
civilians, and counter-terrorism. // 
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PAM TO FACILITATE 
CREATION OF 
MEDITERRANEAN 
ENERGY CONSUMERS 
ASSOCIATION 
 
Hon. Joseph Sammut (Malta) 
addressed, on behalf of the 
Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Mediterranean (PAM), the 21st 
General Assembly Meeting of the 
Association of Mediterranean 
Energy Regulators (MEDREG), 
hosted by the Maltese Regulator 
for Energy and Water Services 
(REWS) on 18 May 2016.   
 
PAM and MEDREG have long 
established an intense institutional 
cooperation in order to support 
from a legislative perspective the 
holistic development of the energy 
sector in the Mediterranean. 
MEDREG was the first 
organisation to be granted the 
Observer Status to PAM, and 
cooperation proved to be, in these 
years, mutually beneficial and, 
most importantly, effective in 
increasing synergies in the energy 
sector in the Euro-Mediterranean 
region. 

“We are legislators, and we are 
fully aware of the importance of 
regulation, particularly in a crucial 
and delicate sector such as energy. 
National regulators play a 
fundamental role at the national 

level, but unfortunately, not all 
PAM member countries have, at 
present, such an institution. For 
this reason, PAM constantly 
invites them to work towards their 
establishment, as a priority”. Hon. 
Sammut said. 

PAM is also working on the 
possibility of organising a meeting 
of the national parliamentary 
committees on energy of the PAM 
countries: this would allow PAM 
to involve directly the MPs 
responsible for energy-related 
issues and promote a more 
coherent approach. 

Furthermore, PAM is also ready 
to work with MEDREG with 
reference to the consumers. “They 
are fundamental, because the work 
of our institutions has, as a main 
goal, that of satisfying the 
citizens. For this reason, we are 
committed to facilitate the 
creation of a Mediterranean 
Association of Consumers which 
will serve as an interlocutor at the 
regional level to reach a system in 
which citizens have constant 
access to an environmentally 
sustainable energy, at an 
affordable price”, Hon. Sammut 
added. 

In the last years, energy became 
more and more relevant also in 
connection with climate change, 
and PAM will seek the precious 
contribution of MEDREG in the 
preparation of its participation at 
the MEDCOP22, which will be 
held in Tangiers in July, and at the 

COP22, to be held in Marrakech 
next November. 

Cooperation will be also much 
needed with regards to PAM’s 
efforts in the framework of the 
UN initiative “Sustainable Energy 
for All”, as well as in the 
implementation of the New 
Sustainable Development Goals, 
many of which are directly 
connected with energy. The 
Sustainable Development Goals 
were adopted with the motto 
“leave no one behind” and with 
the clear intention of including all 
the players concerned, at all 
levels.  

“PAM wants to follow this slogan 

and I am confident that this 

approach will bring good results, 

in all areas, and not only on 

energy. We have to try to embrace 

the other, because walls and 

barbed wire are not the answer to 

the challenges of our region”, 

Hon. Sammut concluded. // 
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The Parliamentary Assem-
bly of the Mediterranean 
(PAM), participated at and 
contributed to the proceed-
ings of the Regional Con-
sultation for the Middle 
East and North Africa of 
the Migrants in Countries 
in Crisis (MICIC) Initia-
tive.  The event was held in 
Malta on 14-15 March 
2016. 

 

The PAM delegation included 
Maltese MPs, Tonio Fenech, Sil-
vio Schembri, Joseph Sammut 
and PAM Permanent Representa-
tive to the UN and other Interna-
tional Institutions in Vienna, Pe-
ter Schatzer.  

Furthermore, Hon. Sammut also 
moderated the Working Group 
on “Addressing the risks of traf-
ficking in human beings in the 
post-crisis phase – the case of 
Iraq and Syria”.   

In his intervention, Dr. Sammut 
recalled that, on the occasion of a 
high-level PAM delegation visit 
to Syria and Lebanon last year, 
the MPs were informed that a 
large number of displaced people 
and refugees had started moving 
from the camps in the neighbour-
ing countries of Syria towards 
Europe, as a result of the pro-

longed conflict. Today, unfortu-
nately, the information has turned 
into reality.  

The issues, Hon. Sammut said, 
affect the entire Mediterranean 
region, and cannot be solved by 
each country on its own. It re-
quires dialogue and cooperation 
among states and parliaments, as 
the divergent positions of the EU 
member states have shown.  

 

Therefore, a strategy for combat-
ing human trafficking must adopt 
a multi-disciplinary approach in-
corporating prevention, protec-
tion of human rights of victims 
and prosecution of criminals, 
while at the same time seeking to 
harmonise relevant national laws 
and ensure that these laws are 
applied uniformly and effective-
ly.  

In his concluding remarks, Hon. 

Sammut reiterated PAM’s com-

mitment to deal with these crucial 

issues. He invited all actors to 

work together, through PAM’s 

unique parliamentary network, to 

achieve respect for human rights, 

ease the suffering of civilians in 

regional conflicts, strengthen the 

rule of law, and consolidate more 

coordinated efforts to fight human 

trafficking, while assisting the 

most vulnerable members of soci-

ety in areas of conflict. 

 

Later on, H.E. Gerhard J.W. Put-
man-Cramer, Permanent Observer 
of the Parliamentary Assembly of 
the Mediterranean to the United 
Nations Office and other Interna-
tional Organisations in Geneva, 
represented PAM at the Briefing 
for Permanent Missions and Inter 

national Organisations on Mi-
grants in Countries in Crisis In-
itiative (MICIC), which was 
held on 7 April 2016. 

The purpose of the briefing was to 
provide an update on the govern-
ment-led MICC Initiative, which 
is developing non-binding princi-
ples, guidelines and practices to 
help states and others to better 
protect and assist migrants caught 
in countries experiencing conflict 
or natural disasters, to be finalised 
by September 2016. 

PAM’s unique parliamentary net-
work, is an important regional in-
strument to achieve respect for 
human rights, ease the suffering of 
civilians in regional conflicts, 
strengthen the rule of law, and 
consolidate more coordinated ef-
forts to fight human trafficking, 
while assisting the most vulnera-
ble members of society in areas of 
conflict.// 
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Human trafficking  

PAM calls for a multi-disciplinary strategy   


